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against being served at meal-times at a separate table, and abstained from eating for some time, until he found that we were obdurate, and that he would not be permitted to sit at the same table with the family. It was long before I could bring him under subjection, which, with his savage nature, became necessary in the absence of General Hancock, whom he alone considered supreme, within and without. Upon one occasion, while handling his knife in a threatening manner with my children, and especially towards a negro boy whom he had cowed into abject submission, I was compelled to take his knife from him, which he resisted most wrathfully, and otherwise to inflict punishment, which he resented by threats of my immediate extermination. In the midst of the melee the General put in an appearance, when Wilson complained that his woman said that she was going to cut off their ears, and asked, "Now what are you going to do with her ? "
At this announcement the General affected to to be much alarmed, and replied that he was afraid to do anything to me, for I would surely cut off their ears if I wished to, and he could not prevent it, as I was the big Chief in the house. He said, " Every one has to obey her." This tact was timely, and saved further discipline.
Wilson was very imitative, and would wait foris self-importance was   plainly   discernible.      He   rebelled   openlywas not hea!ttt*j a^
